
MEMORANDUM

To: Alliance for Youth Action

From: Drew Linzer and Samantha Stella, Civiqs

Date: August 22, 2022

RE: Battleground State Survey Results: Young People on Politics and Voting

Major Findings

A Civiqs poll conducted for the Alliance for Youth Action finds that voters under 40 in key 2022

election battleground states are heavily focused on two issues: bringing inflation under control,

and protecting access to abortion. For progressive young voters (Democrats and

Democratic-leaning Independents) in battleground states, nearly two in three (63%) feel that

safeguarding abortion access is a top priority for elected officials to work on right now, far

surprassing any other issue.

Overwhelmingly, young Americans feel angry and frustrated towards politicians in Washington,

D.C. Although a large majority does not want President Joe Biden to run for re-election in 2024, in

a hypothetical head-to-head rematch between Biden and former President Donald Trump, Biden

leads, 50% to 41%. Young voters prefer Democratic candidates to Republican candidates for

Congress, 53% to 42%.

There is a view among young voters that the Biden Administration is not working on policies that

positively impact their lives. Just one in three (35%) have a favorable view of President Joe Biden.

Democrats in Congress are viewed favorably by a slightly higher 41% of young battleground state

voters. Only 27% have a favorable opinion of Republicans in Congress. The Supreme Court has a

poor 35% favorable rating among voters under 40 years old in battleground states.

The survey of 2,332 registered voters under age 40 in Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Michigan,

Nevada, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin is one of the largest

of its kind focused exclusively on the interests and priorities of young Americans in 2022 election

battleground states. The survey was conducted online from August 11-15, 2022.

Top Issues for Young Americans

In eleven 2022 battleground states, voters under 40 want politicians to focus their attention on

two top issues:  inflation and abortion rights. Republicans and right-leaning independents
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currently prioritize economic issues, while progressive voters are very concerned about

protecting access to abortion. Fully 64% of Democrats say that abortion rights are one of the top

three issues that they want elected officials to be working on right now, followed by 39% who list

common sense changes to  gun laws, and 37% who want to increase taxes on corporations and the

wealthy. Approximately one in four Democrats also list as top priorities replacing private

insurance with Medicare for All (27%), canceling student loan debt (23%), and bringing inflation

under control (22%).

Young voters’ policy priorities are driving them to vote in the 2022 elections. A very broad 73% of

Democratic voters under 40 say that protecting abortion access is one of the top issues motivating

them to participate in the midterm election. Many Democrats also list democracy reform and

voting rights (44%), affordable healthcare (35%), gun violence (34%), and climate change (32%) as

key issues leading them to vote. Republicans, in contrast, are sharply focused on the economy and

inflation, with 80% mentioning this issue as a motivating factor.

While white (50%), Black (46%), and Latinx (69%) voters are all most driven to vote by concerns

about inflation and the economy, many more young white voters (41%) are motivated by

protecting abortion access, compared to Black voters (28%) and Latinx voters (26%).

The 2024 Presidential Election

The survey asked young voters in battleground states, regardless of their political affiliation, who

they want to be the Democratic nominee for President in 2024. Overall, 16% say Joe Biden and

12% say Bernie Sanders, with none of the other potential candidates reaching double digits.

Among young Democrats, 17% want Biden, 15% want Sanders, and 11% want Pete Buttigieg to be

the 2024 Democratic nominee, with 15% who are unsure. More Republicans want Biden to be the

nominee, while more Independents prefer Sanders.

For the Republican presidential nomination, Donald Trump remains the clear favorite among

Republican voters, at 58%. Trump is followed by Ron DeSantis at 33%. No other Republican

candidate receives more than negligible support. Interestingly, 36% of young Democrats say they

want Liz Cheney to be the Republican nominee for president in 2024 (only 2% of young Democrats

choose Trump).

Most young battleground state voters (69%) do not want President Biden to run for reelection in

2024 -- including a majority (57%) of young Democrats. However, if Joe Biden and Donald Trump

are the 2024 presidential nominees, 50% of young battleground state voters would vote for Biden

over 41% for Trump. Young Independents in these states would go for Trump 48% to 34%.

Frustration and Anger at Political Leaders

Young Americans in 2022 battleground states feel angry and frustrated at politicians in

Washington, D.C. today. Half (48%) describe themselves as frustrated, led by 63% of Democrats,
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but also 39% of Independents and 38% of Republicans. Nearly as many (42%) are angry, including

57% of Republicans, 55% of Independents, and 18% of Democrats.

This anger and frustration is reflected in the across the board unfavorable views of national

politicians and government institutions. President Joe Biden has a 35% favorable rating among

battleground state voters aged 17-39. The Supreme Court does not fare any better, with a 36%

favorable rating. Democrats in Congress are the most favorably viewed with a 41% favorable

rating, and Republicans in Congress are the least favorably viewed with only a 27% favorable

rating. The intensity of unfavorable opinions is very strong, with most saying their opinion of each

person or group is not just “somewhat” but “very” unfavorable.

Nearly half of young people in battleground states (47%) do not think that the Biden

administration is working on policies that will positively impact their lives, versus 37% who say

that they are. This negative assessment of the Biden administration is shared by a plurality of

voters across every major demographic group -- except people at the very highest levels of

education, where 54% say that Biden is working on policies to help. Among young Democrats, 74%

say that the Biden administration is working on policies that would have a positive impact.

Voting and Election Involvement in 2022

If the November 2022 election were held today, 53% of young voters in battleground states would

vote for the Democratic candidate for Congress, while 42% would vote for the Republican

candidate for Congress. Independent voters favor Republican candidates, 49% to 41%.

Young voters are motivated to vote more by candidates who represent their values (43%), than by

voting against candidates who do not represent their values (27%). A further 25% of voters view

voting as their responsibility regardless of the candidates. Young Republicans (59%) more than

Democrats (39%) say that they are motivated to vote by candidates who represent their values.

More Democrats (32%) say they are motivated to vote by their sense of responsibility than

Republicans (17%).

Overall, 51% of young battleground state voters think that voting in the 2022 election will be

neither easier nor harder than it was in 2020. About a quarter (26%) think it will be harder to vote

this year, including 43% of Democrats and just 3% of Republicans, while 15% think it will be easier

to vote this year. Thinking about specific ways in which the voting process could go wrong this

year, 34% are most concerned about their vote not being accurately counted. However, 32% have

no concerns about voting.

Most young people in these key election states plan to get involved in the 2022 elections: 86% say

they will turn out to vote and 36% expect to donate to a campaign or non-profit organization. A

similar 83% say they are extremely motivated to vote in the 2022 elections, including 89% of

young Democrats and 88% of young Republicans.
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Half of young battleground state voters (50%) think young people are voting enough, and that it is

up to elected officials to take action on issues important to them. About a third (33%) hold the

opinion that if more young people voted, elected officials would address the issues they care

about. Only 1% of young voters in these states think elected officials are doing a good job on the

issues young people care about.

About 8 in 10 (84%) of young Americans in battleground states have been contacted by a political

campaign in the past month: 24% by text message, 13% through the mail, 7% by digital ads, 2% on

the phone, and 37% by more than one mode of communication. Young rural voters (24%) and

young Black voters (22%) are the most likely to say they have not been contacted by a political

campaign recently this cycle.

Methodology

Civiqs interviewed 2,332 registered voters under age 40 in Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Kansas,

Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin from

August 11-15, 2022. The survey was conducted online, among selected members of the Civiqs

research panel. Sampled individuals were emailed by Civiqs and responded using a personalized

link to the survey at civiqs.com. The survey results are weighted by state, gender, race, education,

and party identification to be representative of the population of registered voters under age 40 in

Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio,

Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. The general design effect due to weighting is 4.71. The survey has a

margin of error of ± 4.4% at the 95% confidence level, accounting for the design effect. All survey

results in this report are reported as percentages. More information about Civiqs can be found

online at civiqs.com/methodology.
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